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 ”God in Christ, reconciling the world to himself” 2 Cor. 5:10

The Whole Church Taking the Whole Gospel to the Whole World
From October 17-25 I had the privilege of participating in the Third Lausanne Congress for World 
Evangelization with more than 4000 people from all corners of the globe.  Almost two hundred counties were 
represented (and some, like the two hundred delegates from mainland China who were supposed to be there 

sadly had to leave empty seats).  As I walked amidst the diversity of 
cultures and languages I listened to bits of conversation.  Rather than 
people talking about gossip, politics, and the latest gadget, something 
was different.  Instead, you could see people from different 
continents engaged in the most intense conversations.  “It’s about 
discipleship. “ “Evangelism should be priority!”  “Reconciliation of ALL 
things!” Laughing.  Hugging.  Praying together.   As we worshipped and 
studied the Word together the Body of Christ was truly made 
visible.  We heard stories.  We discussed.  We shared insights.  Young 
and old, rich and poor, man and woman. We came to the table 
together.  We were able to get a tiny glimpse of heaven, seeing real 
examples of how God is on the move.  We are gaining a heightened 
awareness that we are just a small tiny microcosm of what He is 
doing- but that we indeed get to play a part.  Now that I have come 

off this spiritual mountaintop I am excited as ever and eager to see how this plays out as we figure out our role 
as individuals and organizations.  This is for all of us- not just the traditional “missionaries” or pastors.  All of us.  
The theme verse of the Congress from 2 Corinthians 5:10- “God in Christ, reconciling the world to himself”- 
and He has asked us to be agents of reconciliation.  There is no greater honor.

How does one capture the 
Congress in a few paragraphs?

Honestly, you can’t.  I have been staring at this page 
for two weeks trying to figure out  how to share it 
all with you.   All I know for sure is that I can no 
longer think only of me and my small corner of the 
world now that I’ve been here at Lausanne.  You 
can’t either.  And I don’t think God would want us 
to.  

Rather than try to capture everything, I just wanted 
to share with you a few tidbits here and there and 
then invite you to engage in the conversation with 
me.

Report from Cape Town 2010
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Nuggets of Shared Wisdom
The vision and aspirations of the Congress were three-fold.  First, to affirm the uniqueness of Christ and to be 
an evangelical gospel-centered movement.  Second, to issue many new partnerships and fresh initiatives.  Third, 
to identify the issues the church needs to address seriously in the coming decades.

Each day of the Congress began with  a chapter from Ephesians, and then dove into the theme of the day: 
Truth, Reconciliation, World Faiths, Priorities, Integrity, and Partnerships.  Here are some of the things said.

Truth
-Our faith goes beyond reason because we are made of more than reason...We need not just 
to believe in truth, but so to live in truth so that we become people of truth. (Os Guinness)
-Everything we need for abundant life is available for us (Ajith Fernando)
-Most people come to Christ to meet a need, but stay with Christ because they know He is 
the truth.  (Ajith Fernando)
--St. Francis of Assisi said, “Preach the gospel.  Use words if necessary.”  However, this does 
not negate the need for proclamation. 
-We witness Christ from below, not by slapping people across the face. (Michael Herbst, UK)
-If we look to the people we are sharing with as enemies the Bible says that we have to love 

them.  If we look to them as brothers and sisters we have to love them.  Bottom line is that we have to love them. 
(Lebanon)

Reconciliation
-Jesus gives me the eyes to see them as he sees me (Shadia Qubti, Palestine)

-If the snake bites you, poison (hate) enters your body.  You need to get rid of the poison, the 
hate.  Killing the snake won’t do it. (Philbert, Rwanda)
-What can we affirm about ethnic identity?  It is the expression of the Trinitarian view of God 
(many aspects of God)- Canadians and Colombians can never fully express the nature of God 
without the others. (Beverly, Colombia)
-How do we create a space for healing and the good news in people’s lives?  Reach out into 
their space- don’t just invite them into your space.
-What is God’s response to global conflict? (Genesis 3- sin, Genesis 4- between brothers).  
He responds by choosing you and me and us to show the world the way. (Rosalee, Brazil)

-Reconciliation- takes us out of our comfort zone because we are all in areas that are uncomfortable (Lisa Loden, Israel)
-To find spiritual strength I went to the one place Jesus always is.  I went to the poor. (pastor in the middle of apartheid)
-We are part of a generation whose country has not known what is peace. (Colombia)
-I (a man from the UK) offered to help a friend, Antoine, out of the refugee camp and provide him with better conditions.  
Antoine declined being taken out of refugee camp saying, “If I don’t share in the people’s pain I cannot share them the joy of 
the gospel.”

World Faiths
-How do you love people when they see you as a betrayer? (Messianic Jew)
-I lived across the street from a mosque all my life.  I was never allowed to enter the precincts 
of the mosque.  Now, as a servant of Jesus, I am standing on the pulpit in front of thousands of 
Christian global leaders. (Muslim woman)
-People came to church thinking it was a mosque.  The good news is that they are staying! 
(Muslim woman)

Personal Lessons (some are borrowed from others)
-God is much bigger than my country or my ministry context.
-We get a clearer picture of God when we interact with people from different cultures.
-God’s love enables us to love people the world says should be our enemies.
-God empowers wounded healers.  
-Justice and mercy embrace at the cross.
-There is nothing like establishing deep personal relationships with people of other cultures.  Nothing.
-In a broken and divided world Jesus stood in the gap.  We should, too.
-Mercy and Proclamation go hand in hand.  Word and deed.  Caring for the orphan and widow, building houses, and 
providing disaster relief combined with evangelism and discipleship. One cannot happen without the other.
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Priorities
-There are truly no closed countries to the gospel, just people unwilling to be there.
-To the churches of the Majority World (Africa, Asia, Latin America): Come over to the west and 
help us win the west back (Os Guinness)
-Jonah, you love plants, but I love people (Jonah 4) (Tim Keller)
-Churches in the city have to show how their faith relates to their work, job, vocation, making it 
relative to 9/10ths of their life.
- In Genesis 18 Abraham prays for the unbelieving cities.  He endangered himself for their safety- 
Jesus gave his life.  Sodom and Gomorrah was destroyed, they didn’t have the High Priest they 
needed, but we do!  Jesus is the only righteous one.  We offer this for the cities of our time.

- “History began in a garden, and it will end in a city.”
-In terms of world evangelization where is the church not present and what are we going to do about it and how much longer 
will we wait?  (Paul Eshleman)
-Be men and women of Isachaar for our generation (1 Chronicles 12:32)
-Every part of the world is compelled to go into every part of the world.  All churches need to be sending churches. (Paul 
Eshleman)
-"Having heard all of this you may choose to look the other way...but you may never again say ‘I did not know.’" -William 
Wilberforce

Integrity
-Credibility is a witness of your integrity.  People are demanding more credibility from us.  This 
generation is no longer persuaded by what we say, but by what we do.  How do we as a body of Christ 
regain our credibility?  Demonstrate that we are a new creation. (Brenda Salter-McNeil)
-Unity begins not with a Congress like this, thought it has its place, but with a daily battling with sin in 
the local church- humility, gentleness, patience. (Vaughn Roberts)
- Speaking of mentoring and leadership-“How do you get them to be different than they think they can be?” 
-Walk in the newness of life, walk in love, walk in the light, walk in diligence.  Resist anything that would mar 
our testimony and reduce our impact.  If the gospel is true, and it is, what should my response be? (Calisto 
Odede, Kenya)

-There is a difference between a successful way to lead and the right way to lead. (Branko Bjelajac- Serbian living in Slovakia) 
-Once you become a daughter of the King of Kings your quest for significance is done, there is no more going up.
-providing opportunities for leaders to grow is critical to a healthy, vibrant, transformational, multiplying church (Jane Overstreet, USA)
-What is the greatest obstacle for God in his redemptive mission?  His own people. (Chris Wright)

Partnerships
-From prison Paul did not say, “pray that I may be more comfortable, that I be released.”  Rather, he said, 
“pray that I may be bold.” (Ramez Atallah, Egypt)
-“You have given...sacrificed...we only ask for one more thing from you: friends.” (a member of an 
indigenous congregation said to the missionary, meaning that while they appreciated the sacrifices made by 
the missionaries, what they really wanted was friendship and partnership). (Patrick Fung, Singapore)
-We are all well aware of how significant leadership is. But, do we pause to think of what kind of leadership 
is significant? (Paul Joshua, India)
-We are thankful for leaders who have blazed the trails before us.  (Duncan Olumbe, Kenya)
-We are all disciples.  Some are older leaders.  Some are younger.  But we are all disciples.

-How do we lead simply so that others can simply lead?
-Instead of living in competition, pray that the gospel goes forward no matter who is leading the charge. (Lindsay Brown) 

-To the 4000 at the Congress Lindsay Brown said in the closing ceremony:  “There may be martyrs in this room.”  Sobering.  But it is a 
gospel worth living for...and a gospel worth dying for (Archbishop Benjamin Kwashi)

More Personal Lessons
-Jesus came to reconcile ALL things to Himself.  A Gospel of Sin Management is not a complete gospel.  Broken relationships are 
a result of the Fall.  Sickness and disease are results of the Fall.  Selfishness and Sin are results of the Fall.  Natural disasters are 
results of the Fall.  Jesus came to restore all these things.  Creation, man, relationships, sin, sickness, death.  Jesus spoke to the 
5000 and he fed them.  Jesus healed the leper and cleansed him from his sin.  That’s the message of the gospel.
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Stay Connected with 
Me
Most of what I share can be found 
on my blog- http://
placesinbetween.wordpress.com.  
Please stay connected with me. 
Engage in the issues. 

Resources Available
The book of Ephesians shows us 
that everything we need for 
abundant life is available to us 
through the Holy Spirit.  There are 
also some everyday practical 
resources available as well.

1.  Go to www.lausanne.org and 
read the Cape Town Advance 
Papers, download videos, and 
discuss the issues with a small 
group.  

2. Read the first draft of the 
Cape Town 
Commitment, a document 
arising from the Congress that 
is an evangelical declaration of 
belief and a call to action (part 
two should be out in 
December or so).  You can 
access this on 
www.lausanne.org

3. Leave a comment here and I’d 
be glad to send you some 
resources that I was able to pick 
up.  My desire is to be a good 
steward of the opportunity I’ve 
been given and to make these 
resources available.

More Pictures
More pictures can be found on 
the main Lausanne site 
(www.lausanne.org), or you can go 
to my personal photo webpage at 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/
chelle2china

Be Part of the 
Conversation
You didn’t need to attend the 
Congress in Cape Town to be part 
of the conversation of all that is 
still happening.  Go to http://
www.lausanne.org/conversation 
and interact with others on the 
pertinent issues the global church 
is facing today.

What’s next for YOU?

Thank you for all your support and prayers for such a time 
as this.  God is on the move.  May we each remain faithful 
with the part that we get to play.  

	
 	
 	
 Love to you all, 

    Michelle Sessoms
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